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The Railroad Comes to Bethel 

Editor 's Note: The following is an edited version of the remarks 
made by Society Curator of Collections Randall Bennett on 10 
March 2001 at the festivities commemorating the I50 ,h anniversary 
of the arrival of railroad service to Bethel. 

Welcome as we celebrate the sesquicentennial of the arrival of 
regular train service to Bethel. This event is the first in a series of 
programs and exhibitions sponsored by the Bethel Historical Society 
honoring the construction and completion (in 1853) of the first 
international railroad in North America-now the St. Lawrence and 
Atlantic. We wish to thank George and Danna Nickerson for hosting 
this celebration in their historic “Potato John” Swan barn, the only 
remaining 19 lh century building in Bethel with a direct association 
with the railroad. 

John Swan (1829-1907) lived in the large house across the street 
and built this storage barn about 1880 (the 1880 map on display 
shows this building, the station and a freight shed on this side of 
Railroad Street). Swan took advantage of the railroad’s presence and 
the local production of potatoes, purchasing thousands of bushels 
1 storing them in this building until they could be shipped 
out-mostly to the Boston market. The Oxford Democrat newspaper 
reported that in October 1878, for example, he shipped out twenty 
carloads of potatoes, and between September 1879 and March of 
1880, he sent some fifty-six loads from the Bethel station; by 1883, 
40,000 bushels from Swan’s bam made their way to the Boston and 
western markets. The reporter added that it was more profitable for 
local farmers to raise potatoes than corn or beets. The Democrat 
also recorded that Swan paid farmers between 35 and 40 cents a 
bushel, and sold them in Boston for 75 cents a bushel. 

This week’s Bethel Citizen did a good job of summarizing the 
history of this railroad line, and our exhibit opening in July will also 
provide an overview of the line’s past, so I won’t take time to go 
into detail, but I should mention that the line was begun in 1846 and 
opened between Portland, Maine and Montreal, Quebec in 1853. Its 
course lay across one province and three states, in two countries, and 
its construction required four charters. Most importantly, it provided 
Montreal with an ice-free port, and allowed goods (such as potatoes) 
to be shipped easily from communities along the line. One easy way 
to grasp the railroad’s effect on the economy of this region is to 
imagine the twelve story grain elevators along the waterfront in 
Portland, and the Alpine House and Glen House at Gorham and 
Pinkham Notch (the first of the “grand hotels” in the White 
Mountains-all of which were built thanks to the railroad’s coming). 

In his remarks delivered to a Society meeting in 1983, Grand 
Trunk Railway historian John Davis described the first engine to 
/«*»sit Bethel before regular service began on 1 0 March 1851. Named 
; JENNY LIND, in honor of the famous Swedish nightingale, the 
engine headed north on 5 March 1851, pulling a construction train 
that included a turntable and accessories that would be installed here 
in Bethel. Davis stated at that time, “It also carried many a youngster 
invited aboard the flatcars at various stops along the way. At Locke 



Randall H. Bennett (beside banner) addresses those gathered at 
"Potato John's" barn on Railroad Street on 10 March 2001 to 
officially celebrate the arrival of rail service to Bethel 150 years 
ago. 

Mills, Lemuel Dunham was among those climbing aboard. He 
recorded that the track was new, ungraded and quite rough, [and] the 
train did not run at a very high speed, [but that] exposure to the 
winter cold riding on a open flatcar mattered not, for the occasion 
was worth risking pneumonia.” Davis continued, “The platform here 
at Bethel Hill was thronged by eager spectators, all determined to 
get a good look at this huge ‘elephant.’ The engineer sat in the cab, 
saying nothing to anyone, until the JENNY LIND was closely 
surrounded by the crowd, and then suddenly the whistle blew, 
causing a ‘first-class’ reaction, especially among the ladies.” 

On 6 March 1851, the day after the arrival of the first engine in 
Bethel, the Oxford Democrat printed an advertisment announcing 
the Atlantic & St. Lawrence Railroad’s schedule for trains to Bethel 
beginning on March 1 0. The ad stated: ( 1 ) Passenger trains will run 
daily, Sunday excepted, until further notice, as follows: Leave 
Portland for Bethel at 7:30 A.M.; leave Bethel for Portland at 1 
P.M. (2) Freight trains will run between Portland and Bethel on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. No goods received after sunset. 
(3) The Company will not be responsible for baggage to an amount 
exceeding $50 in value, unless notice is given and paid for at the 
rate of one passenger for every $500 additional value. [The 
passenger rate was then $2 from Portland to Bethel.] (4) On the 
arrival of the 7:30 A.M. upward train from Portland, stages will 
leave the following stations: (a) South Paris station-stages leave on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays for Harrison, Bridgton, 
Waterford, Lovell, and Fryeburg. (b) Bryant’s Pond station-stages 
leave on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for Rumford and 
Andover, (c) Bethel station-daily stages leave for Gilead, Shelburne, 
NH, and Gorham, NH; Tuesday, Thursdays, and Saturdays for 
Randolph, Jefferson, and Lancaster, NH; Monday, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays for Berlin, Milan, and Northumberland, NH.” 

(Continued on page 4) 



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

As of 20 June 2001, over 5562,000 had been raised from cash, stock, 
gifts, pledges, grants, and challenges from over 400 donors. 

Corporate Gifts 
Exxon $1000 

Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. LLC $5000 
Mead Publishing Paper Division $4000 
Northeast Bank $25,000 

In-Kind Services 

Lee F. Carroll, Electrical Engineer, Gorham, NH, Design $1904 
Points North Surveying, Bethel, Property Survey $392.50 
James and Anne Mann, West Paris, Maine Gem Necklace $5,000 

Foundation Grants 

Betterment Fund $75,000 
Bingham Trust $10,000 
Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust $2,500 
Davis Family Foundation $40,000 
Dean Fisher Charitable Foundation $15,000 
Libra Foundation $10,000 
Simmons Foundation $7,500 

Room Naming Opportunities 

($25,000 or more) 

Joan Edwards St. Clair Goodhew, Atlanta GA 
Traditional Crafts Room in Honor of Florence Bickford Hastings 
Dr. John and Jane Champe Payne, Baltimore, MD 
Robert and Janet Spidell, San Clemente, CA 
Henry and Patricia Stewart, Bryant Pond 
Roxanne Twitchell Sly, Brooklin 
Michael S. Stowell,Palm Coast, FL 
Mary Valentine/Richard Valentine, Bethel 

Dr. Nathaniel Tuckerman True Associates 

(Donors of $ 1 0,000 or more) 

Anonymous (1) 

Walter and Carolyn Hatch, Bethel 

Enoch Foster Partners 

(Donors of$5000 to $9999) 

Anonymous (2) 

Robert Goodwin, Norway 
Richard and Sally Taylor, Bethel 
Edmond and Sudie Vachon, Bethel 
Royden and Alice Keddy, Gorham 

Agnes Hastings Straw Circle 

(Donors of $2500 to $4999) 

Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel 
Dexter and Janet Stowell, Bethel 

Dr. William B. Lap ham Honor Society 
(Donors of$1000 to $2499) 

Anonymous (2) 

Alvin and Lee Barth, Bethel 
Rotary Club in Honor of John Head and Roger Conant 
Ted and Kitty Chadboume, Cumberland Center 
Stephen and Lynda Chandler, Brunswick 
Geoffrey and Martha Fuller Clark, Portsmouth, NH 
Howard and Virginia Cole, Bethel 
Dana and Barbara Douglass, Bethel 


Colwyn and Judy Haskell, Bethel 
William and Susan Herlihy, Newry 
Richard and Lorrie Hoeh, Bethel 
Jane and Richard Hosterman, West Bethel 
Rep. Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel 
Rebecca Kendall, Bethel 
Alden and Mabel Kennett, Bethel 
Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA 
Helen Morton, Newry 
MollyOckett Chapter DAR 
George and Danna Nickerson, Bethel 
Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel 
Stephen and Margaret Wight, Newry 

21“ Century Club 

(Donors of $999 in honor of the Society’s occupancy of the 
Robinson House in 1 999) 

Stanley R. Howe, Bethel 

Robert Chapman Founders 

(Donors of $500 to $998) 

Anonymous (1) 

Barbara H. Brown, South Paris 
Lincoln and Suzanne Fiske, Bethel 
John and Julia Fox, West Newton, MA 
Ronald and Marguerite Kendall, Bethel 
Robert and Virginia Keniston, Bethel 
William H. Kieffer, III, Bethel 
Roy Kilgore, Guadaloupe, CA 
John and Margaret King, Lakeland, FL 
Fred and Penny Milton, West Boylston, MA 
Persis Post, Bethel 
Martin Silver, Norway 
Donald and Constance Vautour, Waterboro 

/*■ 

Friends of the Robinson House 

(Donors Up to $499) 

Robert Albota, Ottawa, Ontario; Alder River Grange #145, Bethel; 
John Amann, New York, NY; Esther Anderson, Brockton, MA; Philip 
G. Andrews, Fryeburg; Ernest and Alberta Angevine, Bethel; Jean 
Anton, Greenwood; Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH; M/M James 
Aumen, Warren, NJ; Elizabeth Bane, Bethel; Romeo and Jo Baker, 
Newry; Bradley and Judith Barker, Bethel; Jean Barker, Delray, FL; 
Donald and Jan Barnhart, San Mateo, CA; M/M Robert Barrell, Jr., 
West Boylston, MA; John and Mary Beth Bayerlein, Bethel; D. A. Bean 
Enterprises, Bethel; Evelyn T. Bean, Bryant Pond; Kathleen Bean, 
Bryant Pond; Bessie Bennett, Bethel; Randall H. Bennett, Bethel; Capt. 
Richard and Frances Bernier, Bethel; Alfred Bianchi, Shrewsbury, MA; 
Allyn Billings, Brattleboro, VT; AnneBooske, Lancaster, PA; Roberta 
D. Bordanaro, Granby, CT; A. W. and Florine Bowden, Bethel; Donald 
and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel; Arlene Brown, Bethel; Armenthia Brown, 
Owings Mills, MD; Caroline Brown, Colorado Springs, CO; David and 
Nancy Brown, St. Johnsbury, VT; Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA; 
Norma Buck, Oxford; Lois Burgess, Bethel; Donald and Mary 
Calderwood, Mesa, A Z; Catherine Canavan, Cool, CA; William and 
Sarah Carignan, Rumford Center; Frances Carleton, Dixfield; Ina 
Carey, Framingham, MA; Irving Carver, White Bear Lake, MN; Ernest 
and Beverly Cassara, Cambridge, MA; Roberta Chandler, Lovell; Ethel 
Chapman, West Bethel; Rosalind Chapman, Bethel; A1 and Doris 
Chiaradonna, North Reading, MA; Donald M. Christie, Jr., M.D., Gray; 
Norman and Sylvia Clanton, Bethel; Honorable Susan Collins, Bangor; 
Ben B. Conant, South Paris; Stanley Coolidge, Oxford; David Cordelia, 
Shrewsbury, MA; Allen and Jacqueline Cressy, Bethel; Eva Conroy, 
Auburn; Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel; Jack and Sue Cross, 
Bethel; David and Judy Crouse, Lexington, KY; James and Juli^ 
Dougherty, Larchmont, NY; Richard and Grace Douglass, Bethe. 
Richard and Carole Duplessis, Bethel; Richard C. Dumin, Norway; 
Katheryn Eames, Cape Elizabeth; Margaret Edwards, Upton; 
Robert and Mary Eichel, Bethel; Howard and Alice Fales, West 
Redding, CT; Raymond Fales, Waitsfield, VT; Donald and Ruth 



Feeney, Bethel; Jayne Fife, Salt Lake City, UT; Norman and Barbara 
Ferguson, Hanover; Alan Fraser, Bethel; Doris Fraser, Bethel; Marion 
Gates, Ann Arbor, Ml; Shirley and Marilyn Gilbert, West Bethel; 
Goodwin’s Insurance, Norway, Gordon and Mary Gillies, Bethel; Dr. 
and Mrs. Glascock, Cedar Falls, IA; Wilma Gorman, Bethel; William 
and Marguerite Graham, Bethel; Anne Grasso, Providence, RI; Gray 
Marketing Company, Bethel; Jean Grover, Bethel; Mona Grover, 
Bethel; Rupert and Suzanne Grover, Norway; Frances Harding, Bethel; 
Carolyn and Tom Harrison, Portland; Stephen and Susan Hart, 
Billerica, MA; John Jr. and Jean Hartranf, Rumford; Eric and Celeste 
Hastings, North Reading, MA; Florence Hastings, Bethel; William and 
Virginia Hastings, Shelburne, NH; Michael and Leslie Hathaway, 
Conway, NH; Barbara Healy, Waterville; Clayton and Helen Heath, 
Norway; Scott Heydon, Shaker Heights, OH; Elizabeth Hines, 
Brooklin; Ruth Holmes, Bryant Pond; Adolf U. Honkala, Midlothian, 
VA; Kathy McLeod Hooke, Bethel; Allan Howe, Bethel; Geraldine 
Howe, Bethel; John and Joan Howe, Ottawa, Ontario; John Gregory 
Howe, Gettysburg, PA; Roland and Sally Huston, Rye, NH; Lee and 
Virginia Hutchins, Bethel; Vernon Ingraham, Wareham,MA;Danaand 
Mildred Jackson, Bethel; Charlotte K. Johnson, Westford, MA; Diane 
Jones, Fryeburg; Ardith A. Kelly, Salinas, CA; Earlon and Mary 
Keniston, Bethel; Lois Kilroy, Bethel; Edie Ellen Kimball, 
Newburyport, MA; John H. King, Camden; Jon Kirssin, 
Mechanicsburg, PA; John Kubach, Bethel; Daisy LeClair, Bethel; Will 
and Mary Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ; Fem Lincoln, Reading, PA; 
Louise Lincoln, Bethel; Nancy Lincoln, Bethel; James Locke, Topeka, 
KS; Elizabeth Lord, Bethel; Michael Lovejoy, Norway, ArleneLowell, 
Bethel; Frank and Beatrice Lowell, Newiy; Robert Lowell, Newry; 
M/M Peter Lunder, The Lunder Foundation, Waterville; Blake and 
Rachel MacKay, Bethel; James and Ethel Mann, Lunenburg, MA; 
Mary March, Bridgton; Lynn Mason-Courtney, Bethel; Geneva McCoy, 
Bethel; Frances McKnight, Auburn; Mina McMillin, Bethel; Nancy H. 
Mercer, Bethel; Leonard E. and Renee Minsky Charitable Trust, - 
Bangor; Marilyn R. Noyes Mollicone, Augusta; Joann C. Mooney, 
London, UK; Blaine Moores, Acton; Nancy Morris, Bethel; Herbert H. 
Morton III, Andover, MA; Schuyler and Winifred Mott, Paris; Ellen 
Mugar, Cape Elizabeth; James and Lucia Owen, Stoneham; Jean Owen, 
Bethel; Marvin and Tineka Ouwinga, Bethel; Richard and Wendy 
Penley, Bethel; Lillian Perkins, Bethel; Duane and Gail Preble, 
Kennebunkport; Betty Barlow Prescott, Bangor; Eleanor Pugliese, 
Bethel; Norman and Joan Putnam, Bryant Pond; Joan Ramsey, 
Groveton, NH; James and Julia Reuter, Bethel; Dr. David Richards, 
Skowhegan; Beatrice Ritter, Torrington, CT; John and Lisa Robbins, 
Richmond; Phyllis Roberts, Newcastle; Catherine Robie, Ipswich, MA; 
Dr. Ned Robertson, Beachwood, OH; Lorraine Rodak, Hackensack, NJ; 
Edith Rowe, Bethel; Peter and Elsie Seames, Greenwood; John C. 
Schneider,Lynnfield, MA; Rex and June Slick, Middletown, IN; Arthur 
and Betty Ann Smith, Newburyport, MA; Ann Stanley, Hackensack, 
NJ; Donald R. Stanley, South Portland; Edward Stanley, Hackensack, 
NJ; Warren Steams, Hanover; Doris Stengel, Wayne, NJ; Joanne 
Thurston Peabody Stewart, Portland; Nancy Stickney, North Salem, 
NH; Susan Strange, Potomac, MD; PersisSuddeth, Bowie, MD; Bertha 
Stevens, Bethel; Mary Telfer, Median, PA; Murray and Constance 
Thurston, Bethel; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, Bethel; Samuel and Nan 
Timberlake, Bethel; Don and Peggy Tobin, Bandera, TX; Dr. John and 
Margaret Trinward, North Waterford; Jaquelyn Van Leuven, Bethel; 
Margaret S. Ward, Sun City Center, FL; Mary Wheeler, Bethel; 
Elizabeth Delano Whiteman, Philadelphia, PA; Owen and Sue Wight, 
Newry; Ruth Wight, Bethel; Willard and Sylvia Wight, Newry; John 
Wiley, Hopewell, NY ; Priscilla Wiley, Woodbury, CT; Ronald Willard, 
Springfield, VA; Eleanor Wilson, Bedford, MA; Raymond and Eleanor 
York, Fayetteville, NC; Archie and Jane Young, Bethel. 


PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Ever wonder how a road got its name? Take, for example, a 
road we have all traveled many times called the “Irish 
Neighborhood Road.” Well look no further; it is the “gift” of the 
railroad. Irish immigrants built many of the eastern railroads. 

In 1851, railroad construction moved to the northwest from 
Portland towards Montreal. It passed through our area and 
changed Bethel forever. And, you guessed it; many of the Irish 
laborers resided on that road off Vernon Street into Greenwood. 
Prior to the coming of the “iron horse,” Bethel was an agrarian 
community with the population diffused throughout the 
township, but particularly at Middle Intervale. After the middle 
of the 19 ,h century, there was a shift of people to Bethel Hill with 
an increased level of commercial and light industrial operations. 

To begin our two-year celebration of this period of our 
history, an exhibit entitled “All Aboard! 150 Years of Rail- 
roading from the Atlantic to the St. Lawrence” opened this 
summer on the first and second floors of the Robinson House. 
Prepared by Curator of Collections Randall Bennett assisted by 
Danna Nickerson and model railroader Dean Walker, the exhibit 
includes photographs, models of engines and the Bethel Depot, 
signs and other artifacts of the steam and later diesel era of 
trains. Also included until the end of 2001 are several operating 
model railroads. So the sound of a steam engine whistle echoes 
throughout the building reminding us of the importance of this 
portion or our past. 

Having once ridden the train to South Paris in 1954 when I 
was at Gould and again when Sunday River launched its ski train 
several years ago, I have enjoyed viewing the exhibit and urge all 
to do the same. Please keep up with the Society news as we plan 
additional celebrations of Bethel’s connection with the world 
through its railroad connections. 

Alvin Barth 


ANNUAL FUND 

Help keep the Society strong by making a gift to its Annual 
Fund Campaign. Tax deductible contributions help support its 
exhibits, special events, publications, and other programming. 
Gifts in any amount may be made throughout the year to the 
Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012 


In Memoriam 

Died 26 June 2001, Frances Peabody, Portland, Contributing Member 
Died, 2001, Avis Rand, Harrison, Senior Member 
Died, 25 July, 2001, Charles B. Fobes, Portland, Sustaining Member 
Died, 5 August 2001, Royden A. Kcddy, Gorham, ME, Life Member 
Died, 8 August 2001, Judith Costa, Waban, MA, Life Member 
Died, 15 August 2001, Gertrude Hutchins, Bethel, 

Life and Honorary Member 

Died, 22 August 2001, Elizabeth Baker, Rumford, Senior Member 
Died, 23 August 2001 , Florence O’Connor, Brockton, MA, Senior Member 
Died, 1 September 2001, Edmond J. Vachon, Bethel, 

Life and Honorary Member 
Died, 6 September 2001, Geraldine S. Howe, 

Life, Charter and Honorary Member 
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(The Railroad Comes to Bethel, continued from page 1) 

From Jeff Holt’s book, The Grand Trunk in New England, we 
learn thatthe “special” departed from Portland at 7:30 A.M. with the 
engine MONTREAL with the directors of the railway, 
Superintendent S.T. Corser, and many prominent Portlanders on 
board. The train arrived at 1 1 :05 A.M. at Bethel. Its average speed 
was twenty miles per hour. After several speeches and an inspection 
of the construction progress, the train left for Portland at 1 P.M. 

In Eva Bean’s East Bethel Road, we find the following 
discussion of the railroad’s arrival: “There was a great celebration 
in Bethel. As the train rounded the bend below the village, Robert 
Chapman, Bethel storekeeper and masterof the day’s program [and 
at the time the owner of the Society’s Robinson House] yelled 
‘Touch heroffPhin!’ Phineas Frost must have been nervous with the 
cannon. It just went ‘Phooshl’ to the everlasting disgust of the late 
Augustus M. Carter. He was a boy of ten at the time but already 
versed in manipulations of that kind. To the last of his days he 
mourned that he could have touched off a deafening volley that 
would have done honor to the momentous occasion.” 

John Davis reminds us that the first freight train into the village 
arrived in the afternoon of 10 March 1851 at 2 P.M., but Bethel’s 
reign as an early terminus was short-lived, for in June 1851, the 
turntable facilities were moved to West Bethel, and eventually to 
Gorham, NH by the middle of July, when regular service was 
opened to that important White Mountain town. 


“THAT HORRID RAILROAD” 

(Ode to the Rumford Falls and Rangcley Lakes Railroad) 

Editor's Note: The building of the Rumford Falls and Rangeley 
Lakes Railroad in the mid-I890s was not welcomed by all as this 
poem by G. C. Eastman so clearly indicates. It originally appeared 
in the 12 July 1895 issue of the Rumford Falls Times. 

There is that black monster, 

That big locomotive there, 

Its smoke tail like a pirate flag 
A waving through the air; 

And I must sit all day long 
And never raise my arm 
And see that great black monster 
Go snorting through my farm. 

It was my wife’s father’s farm- 
I came from Pilgrim stock- . 

My wife’s great grandfather’s farm, 

He came from Plymouth Rock. 

Way back in the sixteen hundreds 
T’was in our family name 
And no man dared to trespass 
‘Till that horrid railroad came. 


No other man can boss this farm 
Unless he comes to me.” 

And when their gangs begun to dig 

I thought I’d use my gun, ^ 

And then I thought of prison 
So let the work go on. 

If I can’t protect my farm, 

Then it’s my idea you see. 

You’d better leave off calling this 
The country of the free. 

There you hear it toot again 
And break the peaceful calm, 

I tell you, old black monster, 

You’ve no business on my farm. 

Men riding by in stove pipe hats. 

And women dressed in silk, 

Looking in my barnyard say, 

“See that old codger milk.” 

Get off my arm! You stuck up dudes 
Who set in there and grin, 

I own this farm railroad and all 
And I will fence it in. 

Ding and toot, you old black fiend, 

You’ll find when you come back 
A fence with no gates or bars 
Built straight across the track. 

Then you stuck up dudes inside, 

You Pullman upper crust 

Will know this codger owns his farm 

And let the railroad bust. 

You’ll find this railroad all fenced in 
‘Twill do no good to talk 
If you must go to the Lakes 
Just take your legs and walk. 

Maine Music Festival Note «f3 

Editor's Note: This essay appeared in the 1925 Maine Music 
Festival program. Although unsigned, it seems to have been written 
by Marian True Geltring, wife of Bethel’s famed psychotherapist, 
Dr. John G. Geltring. She played an important role in the founding 
of the Festival in 1897. In this essay (if it is indeed her work), she 
makes a stirring if futile defense of the Festival. It is perhaps telling 
that 1926 was the last year of this annual event which lasted thirty 
years. Some of Mrs. Geltring 's arguments for its survival may reveal 
why it did not continue after its thirtieth year despite its success and 
the fact that it brought leading musicians to Maine and to Bethel. 


I say you can’t go through this farm, 
You hear it flat and plain; 

They said they had the right 
And on with it they came. 

I said: “Whose farm is this?” 

I want you folks to see 


The Influence of the Festival 

Aftertwenty nine years, what does the Festival mean? What is i 
message and theme? Has music, good music, lost its power? Never 
in the history of the Festivals was the influence of good music more 
needed than this very day. Alas, that the tendency of the popular 
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song, of the jazz rhythm and razzle-dazzle tempo of the modern 
dance hall should have gained such a hold upon our Youths and 
Maidens. The influence of the Festival was plainly felt during the 
first ten years. The church choirs increased in numbers and ability, 
studios were filled with earnest students, the chorus rehearsals, 

ere well attended, the majestic tones of the oratorios and sacred 
Cantatas were heard, even on the picnic rides, and the world seemed 
better and brighter, because there was a Festival Chorus in nearly 
every large town. The young people seemed to love to study music 
of a semi-religious nature, and their voices rang out in tuneful 
harmony. But alas, the war, the horrors of it all, the freedom to 
promote sociability, the conditions of life were all changed. 
Restraint was impossible. Dancing and hilarity were the order ofthe 
day. Every place was opened for a good time, and great expectations 
were raised for the money-making era that was to follow. It came to 
some, but to the many, the past ten years have meant struggle and 
hardship. It is well to pause and reflect once more on the influence, 
the outcome, the growth of this great musical event. In these days of 
excitement and extravagance; of aeroplanes and radios; of 
accentuated rhythmic jazz; of highly colored and exciting movies; 
is it not essential to the morals of the young, for a community to 
have a real Music Festival? A feast of music that combines the 
classic and the popular; the pathetic and the joyous; the solemn and 
humorous, in a series of concerts! How many states in our great 
U.S.A. have annual Festivals of Music? How many cities have the 
public-spirited citizens willing to support them? When attempted, 
how long are they continued? Maine has made for herself a world- 
wide fame and name in the Musical World, because of these 
Festivals continued on a high plane of excellence for twenty-nine 
consecutive years. Peace and plenty, war and taxation have not 
' ~ ’’hanged the programs, and determination to give the best to the 
Music Lovers of Maine. So it is with joy that we ring up the curtain 
for another Musical Feast, realizing the uplift that music, good 
music can give, and that it is only by the educating influence of good 
music that we can hope to stem the tide of evil and demoralizing 
rhythms, that are today called music. If we look to the morale of our 
young people, we must see that good music is given them, for only 
by this means can we hope to reach their musical souls, and help 
them to help themselves. We are happy to note that when the 
popular vote was asked this year for the style of music to be given 
at the Stadium, and open-air concerts in New Y ork and Chicago, the 
vote was forclassical music, instead ofjazz; for the works ofthe old 
masters of music instead of the modern composers. It is a sign of 
better days for good music. It revives our hopes for the uplift which 
we all need and have felt in good music. It encourages us to work on 
for the same great cause. To that end we rejoice in the Junior 
Matinee to be given this season, as we believe that we must have a 
Junior Chorus started, to supplement the work of the past twenty- 
nine years for the future of the Festival. Having almost reached 
another decade, making a score and ten years of service for Music 
in the State of Maine, we recall with gratitude the many friends who 
have supported these Festivals, the health and strength that has been 
given to the Organizer and Promoter, the enthusiastic, never-tiring 
Conductor, William Rogers Chapman, and we thank God that we 
can see- 

he Hand of Love still pointing on, 

The Heart of Love still working in, 

The Spirit of Music hovering near, 

The Blessing of God-from year to year. 


FEATURED MUSICAL PERFORMERS 
MAINE MUSIC FESTIVAL 

1897-1926 

William Rogers Chapman, Conductor 

Editor’s Note: William Rogers Chapman (1855-1935) was Bethel’s premier 
musical figure during late 19 ,h and early 20 ,h centuries. Through his 
extensive musical connections from his years in New York and elsewhere, 
he was able to bring some of the finest talent to his Music Festival and 
often to Bethel for choral group picnics in the countryside. The following 
list provides the featured performer at this annual event, which attracted 
wide support. Mrs. Marian True Gehring of Bethel played a leading role in 
assisting Chapman in organizing the festival in 1897 and rallying support 
through its years of existence. 

1 897- Lillian Nordica 

1 898- Johanna Gadski 

1899- Marcel la Sembrich 

1900- Ernestine Schuman-Heink 

1901 - Ernestine Schuman-Heink 

1902- Edward Johnson 

1903- Louise Homer 

1904- Ernestine Schuman-Heink 

1 905- Emma Earnes 

1906- Emestine Schuman-Heink 

1907- Emma Calve 

1908- Caroline Mihr-Hardy 

1909- Geraldine Farrar 

1910- Alma Gluck 

191 1- Mary Garden and Alma Gluck 

191 2- Lillian Nordica 

1913- Emestine Schuman-Heink 

1914- Emma Earnes and Emilio de Gogorza 

191 5- Nellie Melba 

1916- Geraldine Farrar 

1917- Amelita Galli-Curci 

191 8- Hipolito Lazaro 

1919- John McCormack 

1920- Rosa Raisa 

1921 - Rosa Ponselle 

1922- Lucrezia Bori 

1 923- Sigrid Onegin 

1924- Maria Jeritza and Mabel Garrison 

1 925- Lawrence Tibbett 

1926- Benjamin Gigli 



r 


A Rotary-sponsored Turkish exchange group and hosts visited 
Bethel and the Society's Regional History Center during the 2001 
museum season. 
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William Valentine (left), Richard Valentine ( center ) and Charles 
Valentine (right) stand in front of the ell of the Charles Valentine 
residence on Mechanic Street in this ca. 1946 photo. William and 
Charles were brothers ; Richard is Charles’ grandson. The home 
was destroyed by fire on Valentine's Day, 1982. Photo courtesy of 
Mary’ Valentine, Bethel. 

NOTES REGARDING BETHEL, MAINE 
by 

William Alton Valentine 

Editor's Note: The Society is indebted to Mary E. Valentine for 
her assistance in typing the original handwritten manuscript 
prepared by her great-uncle William Alton Valentine and providing 
much useful data on his life and family as well as identifying 
references to locations and people mentioned in his remem brances. 
Will Valentine was born in Bethel in 1870, the son of Alfred Wilbur 
(1841-1888) and Lauretta Goddard Valentine (1844-1925). He 
spent his early years in Bethel, graduated from Gould Academy in 
1888, studied mechanical engineering at what is today the 
University of Maine, and moved to Pennsylvania where he spent the 
remainder of his life working as a mechanical engineer, dying in 
Philadelphia in 1957 at the age of eighty seven. Following his 
retirement, he spent much time in Bethel with his brother, Charles, 
who died in 1955. He was married in 1896 to the former Mary F. 
Maxfield and the father of two sons. 

Will’s paternal grandfather was Isaac B. Valentine of 
Hopkinton, MA, who married Elizabeth Johnson Guy and they had 
the one son (Will’s father) mentioned above. Will’s brother, 
Charles, was born in 1864 in Bethel. He married Bertha Grover. 
The Dana Grover mentioned in the memoir is one of Bertha ’s 
brothers. Bertha, Dana, and Adrian Grover were the children of 
Edward Payson Grover and the former Augusta Ward Wight of 
West Bethel. William ’s maternal grandfather was Edward 
Godddard, a millwright who lived and worked in the Bethel area in 
the mid- 1 9th century. 

Greenwood Plain was named for an early settler named 
Greenwood, who settled in Bethel and lived for a time on the Moses 
A. Mason farm (now the site of the Norseman Inn). Joseph 
Greenwood, born 9 January 1723 in Newton, MA, married his 
cousin, Sarah Greenwood. They moved to Sherbourne, MA, then 
Dublin, NH, and finally to Bethel. They had one son, Nathaniel, 
who married in Dublin, NH, Mary Mason, daughter of Moses and 
Sarah Knapp Mason. Greenwood Plain is now part of the Valentine 
Farm, that land located to the east of Richard Valentine’s house 


beyond Riverside Cemetery on the North Road in Bethel. 

Harriet Valentine, youngest sister of Isaac Valentine, married W. 

T. Richardson of Cambridge, MA. They had a daughter, Harriet 
Richardson, who was an artist. Late in life she married Rev. R. J. 
Adams. She visited her cousin Alfred in Bethel and left so me- 
watercolor paintings with the family that were passed do wn to M a 
and Richard Valentine. According to Mary Valentine, in the / 920s, 
Lauretta Valentine was living with Harriet Adams in Cambridge, 
MA. When Harriet died. Lauretta Valentine had to clear the house 
out and some furniture was sent to Mary and Richard’s parents, 
Nell and Carroll Valentine for their home in Pittsburgh, PA 
following their marriage in 1923. The Society is grateful to a 
grandson of Will Valentine, Richard A. Valentine, for providing it 
with a copy of these remembrances to share with our readers in this 
and forthcom ing issues. 

The Greenwood Plain 

Our home was built on the upland and about 100 yards in front 
of it was a steep bank over twenty feet high that joined the river 
bank about a half mile above and the same distance below. In front 
of the house the river is now about a quarter of a mile away and the 
intervening space is the intervale or rich bottom land. A stream runs 
along at the foot of the high bank and in places widens out into 
considerable ponds. The lower part of the upland was used as a cow 
pasture most of the time in my boyhood days and was known as the 
Greenwood Plain. The first settler there was named Greenwood and 
two houses and a large barn were built there but apparently the 
Greenwoods were all gone by about 1820 as I was told who lived 
there about 1823 by an old neighbor and the name was not 
Greenwood then. I think he said one of the houses was then used as 
a schoolhouse. There are still shallow depressions visible to show 
where the cellars of the houses were and some scattered fragmenf^v 
of bricks left. There were roads made down the bank at thre^ 
different places to go down to the intervale and the lower end of the 
intervales was surrounded by water at certain stages of the river 
height and was known as “The Island.” The houses were removed 
first and finally the barn was taken down and re-erected at the new 
site when T. R. Chapman built the house that was sold by my father 
and grandfather and became the Valentine home until destroyed by 
fire in April 1906. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 



Society Curator of Collections Randy Bennett (left) discusses the 
railroad exhibit with Gerry Howe, Howard Cole and Donald 
Christie following its opening on July 1 . 
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Diary of William S. Hastings 

(continued from the last issue ) 

1 93 8-April 1, Clear, warm. Sawed wood. Rig 
works fine! Yards are bare. Bob came home. Chix 



hatching. April 2, Clear, warm. Cleared out 1 wire porch. Outdated. 
Ceylon’s funeral. Put up 30 cwt. spuds. Snow almost gone. April 3, 
Cold, squally. Cleaned brooders. Laid linoleum in Bob’s kitchen. 
Planned Jorgen’s lighting job. April 4, Cold ‘n squalls. Cleaned hen 
houses. Bob in Portland. Made an idler for saw rig. Went to Herbert 
Blake’s funeral. April 5, Cold, squally. Cleaned out Coburn hens. 
Spread the litter with the spreader. In p.m. went to Bethel after 
shavings. Got linoleum. April 6, Cold, clear. Cleaned henhouses. Put 
up spuds. Housed sleds. April 7, Cold, clear. Took load of spuds to 
Hannafords. $1.05 per cwt. April 8, Clouding up to snow. Hauled 
Ceylon’s pulp to river. Hauled load wood to my cellar. Put up spuds. 
“Pictures” in eve. Snowing hard. April 9, Snow, rain. Snowed about 
5 in. I laid linoleum Chromalin in the kitchen. 16yds. 6 ft. wide. 
Looks nice. April 10, Colder’n Heck! Windy. Grover & Dana set 
up new stove. It is a beauty. $115. He allowed us $25 for my old 
one. We wentto Greenwood after2:30 p.m. April 1 1, Cold, cloudy. 
Worked 2 hrs. on school swings. Washed kitchen ceiling. Bob in 
Portand. April 12, Warm, cloudy. Sawed wood 2 hrs. for us. Rest for 
Kimballs. April 13, Clear, warm. Sawed wood. Finished Ceylon’s 
wood. Whist party at West Bethel in eve. Roads are bad ! April 14, 
Cloudy, warm . Sawed wood at Bean place. Changed to summer 
underwear. Pond is thawing out. April 1 5, Rain. Split wood in a.m. 
Dug cellar in p.m. April 16, Clear & warm. Nice day. Finished 
splitting wood at Bean Place. Put up spuds. Pond cleared of ice. 
First frog. April 17, Cloudy, cold. Burned over meadow & some 
pasture. In p.m. family went to Camp 9, Lot’s of snow in woods. 449 
^^crossbreds hatched. April 18, Cloudy, cool, showers. Cleaned chick 
oattteries & put chix in ’em. Helped Farwells set up lathe. Bob in 
city! April 19, Clear, warm. Cleaned range shelters. Turned water 
on. In p.m. finished sawing wood. Dismounted saw outfit. April 20, 
Fair, warm. Went to Walker’s Field Day. Big crowd. Paid for tires. 
Roads just passable. Billy’s birthday 9 years. April 21 , Clear, warm. 
Fixed tractor steering rigging. Harrowed gardens & plowed some. 
Planted 20 lbs. peas (World Record). Almost ready to run concrete 
wall in cellar. April 22, Cloudy, rain. Built forms & ran cement wall 
on west end of cellar. April 23, Clear, cold, windy. Finished slab of 
wall & dug sand from cellar. Ruth is in So. Paris on Club work. We 
burned the Home Pasture over. April 24, Fast Time. Clear & warm. 
Ground is dry, no snow in sight. Maples are in bloom. We went to 
Greenwood. Had boat ride. W ent to Buck’s camp. Wonderful view! 
April 25, Cloudy, cool. Worked on chick houses, range, water, etc. 
Put pullets on range 446 chix into North house. April 26, Clear & 
cool. Soaked spud seed. Dug ditch on Mel Bean Place. Put up spuds 
for Portland. Hauled gravel. Land is dry. April 27, Clear & Hot ! 
Bob in city. Jim Haines & 1 dug cellar out. Practically finished the 
digging. April 28, Cloudy. Running cement wall. Finished all but 
about a foot on top. April 29, Cloudy, cool. Finished wall. Ran 90 
sq. ft. floor 4 bags cement. In p.m. measured land and spread 
manure. April 30, Clear. Changed chix. Put up 1 00 bu. seed spuds 
for Franklin Chapman. May 1, Cloudy, cold. Went to Fryeburg to 
see Edward. He’s fine. Roads are rough. May 2, Clear, cold, windy. 
Plowed, harrowed, spread manure. First barn-swallows. May 3, 
Clear, windy. Spread manure all day. Land is dry as can be. Road to 
'“'''ntervale is fine ! May 4, Clear, windy. Harrowed 2A in Home Field. 
2 A in Vi hour. Plowed 2 'A A on Henry Piece in 2 'A hours. Great 
rig! May 5, Clear, warm. Spread lime & harrowed 3 A oat ground. 
Plowed 2 A & harrowed 1 A potato ground on Horse Pasture. Awful 


dry. Saw McKenzie in eve. Also paid Grover $100. May 6, 
Clouding up. Harrowed Horse Pasture. Burned creek over. Bob 
started planting spuds, 1 A. P. M. - Harrowed Ephraim Piece. 5 A 
in 2 'A hrs. May 7, Clearing, warm. Made a brooder room in W 
corner new cellar. 1 75 chic to go in to it. Sick in p.m. May 8, Clear, 
warm. Moved to chix to batteries. Went to Greenwood. Trees are 
leaved out. Look like summer. May 9, Clear & warm after a white 
frost. A. M. Planted spuds. 2 A in now. Plowed 2 A of oat ground 
in p.m. Director’s meeting in eve. May 10, Cloudy, rain. Spreading 
lime & harrowing. Bob in city. P.M. rained. Put up spuds & took 
form boards from cellar wall. May 11, Clearing, cold! Harrowed, 
planted spuds. 3 A done. Seeding: 7 A done. May 12, Showers, 
cold! Harrowed & planted spuds. 5 A done. May 1 3, Cold , cloudy. 
Harrowing Crow Piece. Pretty wet; crew cutting seed. May 1 4, Cold, 
cloudy. P.M. cloudy, warmer. Finished planting 5 A piece. 7 A 
done, 10 A seeded. Sold 25 chix to Mrs. Godwin. Bob left for 
Bowdoinham. May 15, Rain! Flood! Nor’easter lasted all day. 
Ruth’s folks up here. I’m sick with a liver attack. May 16, Cloudy, 
cold! Still sick. No work. May 1 7, Clear, windy. Half sick. Threw 
in pulp all day. Saw Widd [Twaddle, M.D.] at night. Have the 
grippe. Temp. 101. May 1 8, Clear & warm. Sick in bed all day. May 
19, Clouding. Still sick. May 20, Raining. Dressed & sitting up. May 
21, Clear & warm. I don’t improve much. Got outdoors a few 
minutes. No strength. Clint [Littlefield] called on me. May 22, 
Clearing, warm. Working on chicks, etc. Greenwood in late p.m. 
May 23, Cloudy, cold. Laid water pipe to chick range. Went to 
dentist in p.m. Only one cavity! Play Day for school. May 24, 
Cloudy, cold. I’m running tractor again. Bob & Gene planting 
certified seed. I harrowed a couple of hours for Jorgen. Smart 
shower. May 25, Clear, cold. Plowed, harrowed for Dutton & 
ourselves. Planted part of our garden. May 26, Cloudingup. Plowed 
& harrowed. On Eph piece. Bob & Leslie planting, about 16A 
planted. Eve: l sl degree in F & AM. May 27, Clear, warm. Spread 
manure for Noyes, 3 hrs. Harrowed for Noyes, 2 hrs. About 17A 
spuds planted. May 28, Clear, warm. Plowed & harrowed 3 hrs. for 
Noyes. May 29, Rain. Went to Greenwood. Also to Woodlawn 
cemetery. May 30, Clear & warm. Harrowed 3 hrs. for Noyes. 
Planted 1 'A A spuds in p.m. About 1 8 1/4 A in now. May 31, Clear 
& warm. Spread manure on 2 A for Kato Korn. Harrowed. Saw a 
doe on intervale. Gene jumped a deer into river. 

1938- June 1, Clear & Hot! 112 [degrees] in sun. Finished 
planting spuds, 19A. Planted 2 A Kato Korn. Harrowed 3 hrs. for 
Jorgen. 3 A 3 times. June 2, Clear & hot. I harrowed all day. We 
finished planting Kato [corn]. Planted string beans, late peas& sweet 
corn. Also 1 A yellow corn. June 3, Rain in morn. Clearing. I hauled 
logs to Davis mill. Bob finished seeding & planted seed plot. June 

4, Cloudy. Hauled last of birch. Bought Gene an axe, $2. 1 0. Planted 
cucumbers, melons, squash & pumpkins, corn & beans are up. June 

5, Clear & hot. Went to Greenwood & Bethel. Prof. Hanscom 
delivered Baccalaureate address. June 6, Clear, warm. Rodney 
harrowing. I hauled logs & lumber. Bob cultivating. June 7, Clear 
& hot. Showers at night. I surveyed 8 hrs. for Miss Grace Farwell in 
Mason L2R5? June 8, Clear & warm after a shower. Finished 
planting field beans. 36.5 A is total of everything. Cultivated 1 2/3 
A spuds. Acres: potatoes-19, oats-11, E corn-2, Yel. Corn-1.5, 
String Beans-1, Millet-1. June 9, Clear & cool. G.A. Graduation. 
Bill Howe graduated. Cultivated peas & garden. Checked on lines 
in swamp in L9R6. Evelyn (Tamminen, Ruth’s sister) is here. June 
10, Clear & hot. Cleared around Bean Place. 20 lh reunion of class of 
1918. 7 members present. About 25 in all. Norway-car greased, oil 
changed. June 1 1 , Rain in a.m. Cleaned cellar. Gib Roberts was here 
(golfing friend of Tamminens). Set out 42 tomato plants. June 12, 
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Clear & warm. Got Jersey heifer down from pasture. Went to 
Gorham & 1 3 mile woods in p.m. Saw Miss Farwell. June 13, Clear 
& hot. Rodney and I put in 8 hrs. surveying for Miss Farwell in 
Mason. Found the “lost” corner. June 14, Clear & hot. Load of hay 
to Fiske. I cultivated. June 1 5, Clear & hot. Started haying on A. M. 
Bean place. Mowed for Dutton. Bindweed patches. June 16, Clear 
& warm. Trucked the Farmall to Walkers and had grease retainers 
put in. June 17, Cloudy. I cultivated. Bob helped Gene peel. June 
18, Cloudy & HOT! Surveyed in Mason for Miss Farwell. 8 hrs. & 
$2 for Rodney. June 19, Showers. Greenwood & took Ruth’s folks 
around Pinkham Notch. Nice trip. June 20, Clear, warm. Hit haying 
hard! Mowing on A.M. Bean place & in Home Field. June 21, Clear 
& hot. Haying. Made & painted a wagon pole. June 22, Clear & hot. 
Haying. In eve. took Barbara to Greenwood & rest of family to 
Brentwood. I stayed over. Home field clear. June 23, Clear & 
Hotter! Came home. Hayed. Nice hay weather. June 24, Clear & 
Hotter’n Heck! Haying. 6 acres of Mel Bean place clear. 3 loads 
heavy clover in barn. Showers at night. June 25, Cloudy, showers. 
Put cultivator on tractor. Cleaned up. Got sprayer out, etc. Went for 
family in eve. June 26, Cloudy, cool. Moved Camp Camulion & set 
up new frame. Home after 9 p.m. June 27, Cloudy. Cleaned up 
planters. Cultivated. June 28, Cloudy. Put new cylinder in sprayer. 
Cultivated corn, beans, spuds. June 29, Clear & cool. West wind. 
Put hoes on tractor. Haying. June 30, Clear, warm. Hoed. Sprayed 
& Hayed. 5 loads of hay after 3 p.m. July 1, Cloudy, rain. Hoed in 
a.m. Cleaned Coburn cellar. M ade a hitch on truck to haul rake. July 
2, Clear, cool. Cultivated garden. Jacked Bean barn into place. Sold 
last of spuds. SI. 70. July 3, Cloudy, cold, showers. Washed car. 
Poled beans. Went riding. Hebron, Minot, Poland, W. Poland, 
Oxford, Greenwood. July 4, Cloudy, COLD! Shower. Dressed 
poultry. Picked peas. P.M. got 4 loads hay. 1 sprayerful on spuds. 
July 5, Cloudy-clearing. Spayed 400 gal. P.M. Got 5 loads hay! 
Cleared E half of Home Piece, lload to Newt. 1800. Showers at 
night. Half done haying. July 6, Clear, windy. Built seaton tractor 
hoes. Hoed spuds. July 7, Clear. Finished hoeing spuds & took hoes 
off. Hayed. July 8, Cloudy, rain. I surveyed an extension on Clark 
St. for the Town of Bethel. 4 hrs. Sprayed in p.m. Fixed Jorgen’s 
pump. July 9, Hot! Showers in p.m. Barbara is 1 1. 2 loads hay to 
Newt. 2 to our barn. Bob bought a 2 nd hand John Deere hay loader 
$15. July 10, Clear & cool. Spayed for Jorgen. 200 gal. Hayed all 
p.m. Cleared Crow Piece. Greenwood at night. July 11, Clear & hot. 
Dressed poultry. I mowed all a.m. Sprayed 5 'A A in p.m. Rain at 
night. July 12, Cloudy, light rain. Worked on side rake & hay loader. 
Went to E.A. Degree at Jefferson Lodge, B.fryant] Pond. Had 
puncture, the first. Almost 9000 miles. July 13, Clear & hot. Sprayed 
& tinkered. July 14, Cloudy, hot!! Hayed. Passed to Fellow Craft 
degree. July 15, Clear & warm. Wrote insurance for Jim Haines. 
Dressed chickens. Hayed. Flarrowed for Farwell. Surveyed new 
cemetery. July 16, Clear & hot. Hayed. Tried hay loader. Works 
good. Edward is 4. July 17, Cloudy, hot. Showers. Went to 
Umbagog. Got boards from “B” Cove & 165 ft. from home. 
Boarded camp in. Home at 1 1 p.m. Motor bothered. Blown gasket. 
July 18, Rain. Dressed poultry. In p.m. went to Norway. Car 
greased, etc. Bought a new side-rake for $20. $19 of repairs will 
make it like new. July 19, Cloudy. Jacked Bean barn. Cut trees off 
barn, etc. July 20, Clearing. Plowed bind weed patch. Got 2 loads of 
hay. July 2 1 , Cloudy. Sprayed a.m. & p.m. July 22, Rain. Dressed 
poultry. Repaired rake. Total cost $39.09. July 23, Rain. Fish & 
Game Field Day. Bum day but we broke even. July 25, Cloudy. Got 
2 loads of hay. Pretty black stuff. July 26, Cloudy. Clearing. Got 3 
loads of hay. Spread one on ground to be plowed in. Bad shower at 
night. July 27, Cloudy. Sprayed & repaired. Rain in p.m. July 28, 



MEMBER PROFILE 
William Andrews 

William D. Andrews of Newry was bom in Johnstown,PA 
and received his diploma from Johnstown High School. He later 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Pittsburgh in 
1966, majoring in English. In 1971, he obtained his Ph.D. in 
American Civilization from the University of Pennsylvania. An 
M.B.A. in Management from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania was awarded to him in 1979. He 
possesses extensive consulting and academic leadership 
experience including serving as president of Westbrook College 
from 1987-1996. Earlier he taught English at Ohio State 
University and was Dean at Philadelphia College of Textiles and 
Science. He also serves on a number of community and 
professional boards including the Maine Medical Center. He is a 
co-author of Write J'or Results and Business Communication. 
Moreover, he has published over a dozen scholarly articles and 
chapters on aspects of early American literature, architecture, and 
women’s studies. He is married to Deborah C. Andrews, 

Professor of English at the University of Delaware, and they have 
one son, Christopher. 

A life member of the Society, he has lived full-time in Newry 
since 1996; he headed the MAP III Steering Committee in 2000 
and became chair of the Capital Campaign this summer. His 
hobbies include reading, travel, cooking, biking, and .cross- 
country and downhill skiing. 


Rain. Repaired. Put rollers on potato grader. Built hen roosts. Laid 
stone retaining wall. Rained all night. July 29, Rain. Jacked tool 
shed. Cut tree from barn at Bean place. Salvaged old gas tank 4' 
dia.x 12' for culvert. July 30, Fair & hot. Ruth, Dad & I went to 
White-cap for blueberries. Good picking. Ruth & I got 40 qts. July 
31, Fair & hot. Hayed all day. August 1, Cloudy-showers. Picked 
beans. 736 lbs. Bob is talesman on Caroll murder trial. Challenged,^*., 
August 2, Clear & hot. Dressed poultry. Finished mowing. Augus, 

3, Clear & hot. Sprayed. Finished haying. August 4, Clear & HOT! 
Picked beans. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 
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MAP 111 Steering Committee Chair Bill Andrews, Julia Hunter, co- 
author of the Fly Rod Crosby: The Woman Who Marketed Maine, 
and Al Barth, Society president stand in front of the fireplace in the 
Dr. Moses Mason House Meeting Room following the lecture by Ms. 


Bethel Historical Society Preservation Awards were made in May 
to Scott and Jenna Smith for the Wiley Block and Rev. Walter 
Brown of the Bethel Methodist Church. Left to right, Al Barth, 
Society president, the Smiths, Rev. Brown, and Mary Valentine of 
the Preservation Committee, who presented the awards. 



Hunter on this famous Maine guide. 


Don Bean and Dan Gibbs remove a rotting sill from the foundation 
of the Robinson House. Several deteriorated sills were discovered 
and replaced in the spring of 200 1 . 



-■ 

L 

a. 
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Volunteers Colwyn Haskell and his wife Judy put the finishing 


Dean Walker of the Society’s Building Committee puts a coat of 


touches on the plaster walls of the Robinson House 's Molly Ockett 


stain on the new museum shop counter built by George Haines and 


room gallery. 


installed in spring 2001 . 
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New Life Members 

Musa S. Brown, Bethel 
Robert P. and Nancy R. Chadbourne, Bethel 
Robert E. and Marilyn Ponchak, Hebron, CT 
James L. and Eliza Barnes, Bethel 

Officers and Trustees of the Society 1966-2001 

President: Charles E. Heywood, 1966-68; Dale Thurston, 1 968- 
69; John T. Grover, 1969-72; Edward M. Quinn, 1972-73; Barbara 
M. Lapham, 1973; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, 1973-76; John J. Willard, 
Jr., 1976-78; Catherine S.C. Newell, 1978-81 ; Donald G. Bennett, 
1981-84; Alden T. Kennett, 1984-87; Marvin Ouwinga, 1987-90; 
Jane Hosterman, 1990-93; Charles Raymond, 1993-96; Walter 
Hatch, 1996-99; Alvin Barth, Jr., 1999- 

Vice President: Dale Thurston, 1966-68; Edward M. Quinn, 

1 968-72; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, 1973; John J. W illard, Jr., 1973-76; 
Catherine S.C. Newell, 1976-78; Donald G. Bennett, 1978-81; 
Alden T. Kennett, 1981-84; Marvin Ouwinga, 1984-87, Jane 
Hosterman, 1987-90; Charles Raymond, 1990-93; Walter Hatch, 

1993- 96; Alvin Barth, Jr., 1996-99; Arlan Jodrey, 1999- 
Secretary and Clerk of the Trustees: Eva M. Bean, 1966-69; 

ChristineGrover, 1969-74;MaxineBrown, 1974-75; Judith Haskell, 
1975-78; Edith Eaton Eddy, 1978-81; Mary C. Keniston, 1981-84; 
Theresa Judson, 1 984-85; Charles F. Raymond, 1985-88; Kenneth 
Bohr, 1 988-9 1 ; Walter Hatch, 1 99 1 -94; Shireen Vincent, 1 994-96; 
Paul McGuire, 1996-99; Allen Cressy, 1999- 

Treasurer: Fay S. Taylor, 1966-71 ; Robert Marshall, 1971-72; 
Gwendolin Holt, 1972-74; Pearline McMillin, 1974-76; Margaret 
Joy Tibbetts, 1976-79; E. Louise Lincoln, 1979-82; Margaret Joy 
Tibbetts, 1982-85; Mary C. Keniston, 1985-88; Margaret Joy 
Tibbetts, 1988-1991; Rebecca Kendall, 1991-94; Roger Conant, 

1994- 97; Arlene Lowell, 1997-2000; Susan Herlihy, 2000- 
Trustees: Elizabeth Mason Carter, 1970-73; Nell Valentine, 

1970-72; Norman O. Mills, 1970-72; John T. Grover, 1972-75; 
Rosalind R. Chapman, 1972-74; Edward M. Quinn, 1973-76; 
Floribel Haines, 1974-77; Donald B. Eddy, 1975-78; Pearline 
McMillin, 1976-79; Suzanne Fiske, 1977-80; Judith E. Haskell, 
1978-81 ; Margaret Joy Tibbetts, 1979-82, 1985-88, Helen Morton, 
1 980-83; Edith Eaton Eddy, 198 1-83; Catherine S.C. Newell, 1 981 - 
84; Ronald Snyder, 1981-84; Willard Wight, 1982-85; Persis Post, 
1983-86; Ruth Wight, 1983-86; Donald G. Bennett, 1984-87; Mary 
C. Keniston, 1 984-85; Donald S. Brown, 1985-88;LyndaChandler, 
1988-91; Alden T. Kennett, 1987-90; Sylvia Wight, 1987-1990; 
Mary C. Keniston, 1988-91; Margaret Davis, 1989-92; John 
Bayerlein, 1991-94; Olive Anderson, 1992-95; Barbara Honkala, 

1 995- 98; John Head, 1993-96; Rebecca Kendall, 1 994-97; Margaret 
Wight, 1 995-98; LorrieHoeh, 1995-98; Arlan Jodrey, 1996-99; Lois 
Kilroy, 1998-; Priscel la Walker, 1998-; Charles Raymond, 1997- 
2000, Susan Herlihy, 1997-2000 

Book Review 

Rumford Stories. Essays and stories by Linda Farr Macgregor; photo 
portraits by Mark Silbcr. Rumford, ME: Rumford Public Library 


and Rumford Historical Society for the Rumford Bicentennial Oral 
History Project, 2000. 227 pp., softcover. S28.50. 

Over the last decade, a number of western Maine towns have 
marked the bicentenary of their incorporation by publishing written,— , 
and illustrated descriptions of their community’s past. In 1998, the 
town of Sumner issued a volume that, in its concept and character, 
was a clear departure from “traditional” town histories by devoting 
most of the space between its covers to interviews with, and photos 
of, current residents. Prefaced with a lengthy historical essay 
featuring old photos, the Sumner book’s fresh approach and highly 
visual nature had a strong appeal to those involved in honoring the 
200 lh anniversary of the incorporation of the nearby town of 
Rumford two years later. The result of that emulation is Rumford 
Stories, a book that served as the centerpiece of the Rumford 
Bicentennial Oral History Project, as well as the basis for an 
impressive photo exhibit entitled “Where’s Rumford?” 

In the preface to Rumford Stories, author Linda Farr Macgregor 
states, “... the best way to tell the town’s story, to convey its history 
and character, is through the voices of its people.” To accomplish 
this goal, Macgregor interviewed over one hundred present-day 
Rumford residents in order to capture impressions of the town’s 
present and its past. These interviews, rich in the kind of personal 
details often missing in conventional town histories, reveal much 
about the town and its people as do Mark Silber’s striking 
photographs of the interviewees. The book is divided into 
chapters-carrying such titles as “Agriculture, ’’"“Forestry and Mill,” 
and Everyday Life,”- that are meant to reflect both the livelihoods 
and lifestyles of Rumford’s inhabitants, and each of these sections—-, 
is introduced by excellent historical essays written by Lind, 
Macgregor. A judicious selection of old photographs are 
interspersed throughout the essays and help provide context for the 
interviews that follow. 

Granted in 1 779 as “New Pennacook,” and incoporated in 1 800, 
the town of Rumford’s 19 lh century economy and social life was 
dominated by agriculture, a fact shared by many small towns in the 
upper Androscoggin River valley. In the late 1880s, however, the 
tremendous water power available in the northeast corner of the 
town captured the imagination of Portland industrialist Hugh J. 
Chisholm, who set about creating a “City in the Wilderness”- 
complete with worker’s housipg, a business district, a railroad link, 
and a sprawlingpulp and papermill complex. Owned since 1996 by 
Mead Corporation (now MeadWestvaco), the paper mill at Rumford 
Falls has seen its workforce decline steadily over the past two 
decades, as foreign competition and technological modernization 
have taken their toll. If the town’s struggle to deal with economic 
uncertainty and a declining population is a theme that pervades 
many of the interviews in this book, there are also numerous 
“stories” that speak of community pride and a sense of optimism 
about the future. Taken together, the essays, interviews, and 
photographs in Rumford Stories- all encompassed within the fine 
book design by James Macgregor-provide a fitting and informative 
tribute to Rumford during its Bicentennial year. 

Randall H. Bennett 

(This book is available from the Society 's Museum Shop; please see 
page 12 for shipping information.) 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 


This issue celebrates the arrival of rail service to Bethel in 
1851-150 years ago. Perhaps no single event in the town’s history 
.^••nade more of an impact over the course of the town’s history. It 
permitted relatively easy travel for the time to Bethel from large 
metropolitan areas such as Boston and New York. Because of this 
change, entrepreneurs began to build hotels to accommodate guests 
and farm families opened their large houses to visitors. Thus tourism 
became an important factor in the town’s economy. In addition, 
commodities of all sorts began to arrive in Bethel and it was also 
easy to ship produce and manufactured goods to many parts of the 
nation. Bethel Hill became the focus of things and Middle Intervale 
declined as a town center. The impact ofoutside influences upon the 
town began to accelerate, which would greatly affect its historical 
development in the 20 lh century. Curator Randy Bennett, assisted by 
Danna Nickerson, have done a fine job of presenting some of the 
aspects of this transformation. Do come and visit the exhibit 

Th is issues also notes the passing ofFran Peabody, who was long 
a Society member and an icon of the historic preservation and in 
later years, the AIDS movements. She first visited us in the 1 970s to 
attend a museum conference we sponsored on volunteerism. 
Following that event, she joined the Society and we were in touch 
at professional meetings and at other gatherings throughout the 
State. She addressed the Society on the Tate House at one of our 
monthly meetings. We also exchanged notes on occasion regarding 
something she or I thought was important. What an inspiration she 
was to everyone who had the privilege of knowing her, full of 
positive energy, possessed of clear vision, and definitely a “doer” in 
whatever captured her interest, from restoring the Tate House to 
campaigning for better treatment for those afflicted with AIDS. Her 
efforts on behalf of so many good causes continued until just days 
''"“'efore she died at the age of 98. What a remarkable and thoroughly 
useful life she led-a magnificent example for all of us to follow in 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S COMMITMENT 
TO THE FUTURE 

The Bethel Historical Society is committed to building on its 
reputation as a premier regional history center that will continue to 
enrich the educational and cultural life of its community for generations 
to come. Members and friends have generously contributed to the 
operations of the Society and to the acquisition of the Robinson House. 
In order to ensure the long-term maintenance and further development 
of the Center’s facilities, programs, and collections, the Society is 
seeking new forms of support. You, readers of The Courier, are asked 
to consider making a charitable gift to the Society through a bequest in 
your will, the establishment of a trust, or a number of other financial 
arrangements and options that are available. These charitable gifts can 
be structured to support the Society’s mission while at the same time 
assuring the security of your family. For more information, please 
contact the Society by calling (207) 824-2908 or (800) 824-2910 or by 
writing to P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217 or by an e-mail: 
info@bethelhistorical.org 


making our days on earth count. 

Death also took a heavy toll on some of the most active members 
on the Society’s behalf. These included Royden Keddy, Bethel-born 
Portland attorney, who assisted on several fronts, particularly in the 
capital campaign, Gertrude Hutchins, long a “fixture” on the Garden 
and Grounds Committee, Florence O’Connor, avid genealogist, 
Edmond Vachon, longtime member of the Investment Committee 
and generous capital campaign donor, and finally, my mother, who 
was always there to do whatever needed doing for the organization 
she helped found and served so long in so many ways. To all of the 
above, a hearty thank you for work well done is in order. 

SRH 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY Membership Application 

Note: New memberships activated after July 1 include that calendar year, plus the following year. 


Membership in the Society entitles you to: 


Free admission to the period house museum. 

A 10% discount on purchases of $10 or more from 
the Society’s Museum Shop 
Special Research Library privileges, including reduced 
photocopying fees 


• Subscription to the Society’s quarterly, The Courier 

• Preferred rate for exhibit hall/meeting room rental 

• Voting rights in the Society 

• Reduced course fees 

• Special invitations to Society events 


Student (under 18 years) - $3 
Senior (over 55 years) - $5 
Sustaining (individual) - $10 
Contributing - $20 
Patron - $30 
Benefactor - $40 


Life over 55 years (individual) - $100 
Life over 55 years (couple) - $ 1 50 
Life 55 and under (individual) - $200 
Life 55 and under (couple) - $250 
Individual preference (any amount over $10) 
Corporate/Business - $50 


Name(s) 

Address 

Street P.O. Box 


Town/City State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

Phone ( ) e-mail 





Published quarterly by the Bethel Historical Society, Stanley R. 
Howe, Editor. Please address all comments and inquiries to 
Editor, Bethel Historical Society Publications, P.O. Box 12, 
Bethel, Maine 04217. Telephone (207) 824-2908 or 
1-800-824-2910. FAX (207) 824-0882 

E-Mail: info@bethelhistorical.org 1SSN0749-9208 


From The Museum Shop* 

GREAT RAILROAD TITLES! 

Grand Trunk Heritage. Profusely illustrated volume devoted to 
the New England lines of the Grand Trunk, which merged into 
the larger Canadian National system in 1923. Includes historical 
text and map of route from Portland to the Vermont/Quebec 
border. 64 pp., paper. SI 1.95 

A Rail Journey Through New England. An impressive 
collection of photos, maps, and text focusing on railroading in 
northern New England from the 1920s through the 1960s. 120 
pp., paper. S25.95 

Grand Trunk Railway: Location, Description and Dimensions 
of Stations, Buildings, Agents' and Section Houses. Originally 
published by the Grand Trunk Railway System in 1907. Maps. 
20 pp., paper. S3. 00 

Grand Trunk 713 and the Lewiston Branch. An illustrated 
history of a unique railroad operation that served Maine's 
Lewiston and Auburn area into the 1950s. 50 pp., paper. Very 
limited supply S9.95 

The Rail Lines of Northern New England. Packed with over 
100 vintage and current photos and dozens of maps, this 
authoritative volume tells the story of every common carrier line 
that ever operated in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 414 
pp., paper. $23.95 

Early Mt. Washington Cog Railway Picture Book. A collection 
of breathtaking enlargements of old stereograph view cards of 
the Cog Railway, taken mainly in the 1860s and 1 870s. 68 pp., 
paper. $12.95 

To order : Send check or money order to the Bethel Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012. Members may 
deduct 10% from prices given on orders of $10 or more. 
Shipments to Maine addresses should include 5% sales tax. 
Shipping fees: under $10 = $1.50; $10 to $19.99 = $3.00; $20 
and over = $4.00 

*For a list of additional items available from the Museum Shop, 
please visit our web site at www.bethelhistorical.org 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



The Bethel Historical Society 

P.O. Box 12 

Bethel, ME 04217-0012 


Address Service Requested 


NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

PERMIT NO .8 
BETHEL, MAINE 
04217 


*- PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE COURIER COMING TO 
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Division ~ Moore Recycling Associates - Mothers Restaurant ~ 
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